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to the High Priest, and in July 1919 Sylvia Pankhurst wrote to Lenin for
advice. Lenin's reply strongly favoured 'participation in Parliament and
adhesion to the Labour Party on condition of free and independent
Communist activity'. In the Unity Conference which followed, many
delegates who had originally opposed parliamentary activities accepted
Lenin's view as binding, but the indomitable Sylvia Pankhurst dissented
and formed the Communist Party (British Section). The Unity Confer-
ence- thereafter lost no time in forming the Communist Party of Great
Britain in August 1920, and in the course of the resolution supporting
affiliation to the Labour Party, one spokesman said frankly that it was up
to the Communists: 'first of all to help the Labour Party get into office
and then when they had got into office, our first act is to kick them out'.
In addition to the Communist Party of Great Britain and the Com-
munist Party (British Section), there were small Communist groups in
Scotland. The dissentients, however, were in the main won round by
Lenin at the Second Congress of the International and in January 1921
unity was achieved. For all practical purposes the Communist Party of
Great Britain was now the sole British Communist body in Britain and
was committed to a policy of entering Parliament if possible and seeking
affiliation with the Labour Party. The conference at which these decisions
were taken terminated with the Bolshevik anthem and according to The
Worker, a delegate declared that they were all animated by *a breath of
the East, a breath from Moscow, where there is wisdom'.*
The Labour Party was not impressed with the wisdom of Moscow and
in 1921 rejected the application of the Communist Party of Great Britain
for affiliation. Exact figures as to the strength of the Communist Party in
this country at the time are not available, but a reasonable estimate is that
its paid-up membership was about 3,000 including a fair number of
Irishmen with a grievance against Britain and many immigrants from the
Continent. The Party was not yet disciplined on true Communist lines
and Sylvia Pankhurst and other rebels fought strenuously against the
imposition of directives from Moscow. The spirit of Communism was
in the end too strong for these sturdy individualists and in 1922 Palme
Dutt and two other leading Party members framed rules based on Lenin's
Twenty-One Theses. The Twelfth Thesis laid down the principle of
democratic centralization, which was explained as meaning that iron
discipline must prevail and that the Party centre must be equipped with
the most comprehensive power. The Sixteenth Thesis stated categorically
* Quoted from Felling's The British Communist Party from which we have drawn freely
in this chapter.